HOT OFF THE PRESS

Gord Hume’s explosive third book on municipal government in Canada –
Taking Back Our Cities – shines a bright spotlight on the complex, often
convoluted and sometimes thorny relationships between our various orders of
government.
The property tax system is broken, relations between towns and cities and
their provincial masters are often strained and cracking, and robust cities
around the world are surging economically and culturally. Canada’s cities are
at risk of being left behind unless the structure and financing of our
communities changes.
Through exclusive interviews with mayors and political and government
leaders from coast to coast, Hume explores this crucial moment in
history.Filled with candid, thoughtful quotes from present and past leaders,
the book also offers insightful comments and ideas from people who have
been in the council and federal and provincial political trenches for many
years. It includes innovative ideas and thought-starters from the author, and provocative truths and challenges
from Canadian political leaders “on the inside.”
How can this country’s cities successfully compete internationally in this 21st century with a municipal tax system
devised in the 17th century and a governance model from the 19th century?
This latest book will make you question traditionally accepted standards and practices, wonder about how we got
into this mess, sometimes make your eyebrows lift in shock, and sometimes make your lips smile … but, most of
all, it will make you think.
Canadian cities need to change the conversation. Taking Back Our Cities is the starting point for this
long-overdue and badly needed discussion.
Listen to Gord talk about the book on YouTube.
“This book is smart, thought-provoking, inspiring and easy to read,” says one reviewer.
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Meet the Author

A passionate advocate for strong municipalities, Gord Hume is one of Canada’s leading voices for
creative communities. The author of Cultural Planning for Creative Communities, and The Local Food
Revolution Gord is an enthusiastic champion for bold new strategies that will strengthen our
communities at the grassroots, municipal level. His experience and progressive thinking have made him
a much sought-after speaker at conferences and events across Canada and the US.
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If you've got questions ... we've got answers!
Having the right information can give you a distinct advantage. Municipal World – Canada’s municipal
magazine – offers a complete line of books on elections, municipal management and governance to
give you the edge you need to succeed in today’s fast-paced municipal environment. See a complete
listing of our books online in the MW BookShop at books.municipalworld.com.
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